If the Vietnam War is the epicenter of the social monad, narratives of children of Vietnam Veterans (COVV) constitute one of the ripple effects radiating out of the initial shock of this historically traumatic event. As Bissell writes, For the growing-up children of many [Vietnam] vets the war's remoteness was all but impossible to gauge because it had happened pre-you, before you had come to grasp the sheer accident of your own placement in time, before you recognized your reality-your bedroom, your toys and comic books-had nothing to do with the reality of your father. (Bissell, 2004, 567) The real problem of trauma [is] that of the second generation (Felman, 2002, 47) , because the monad emerges as part of the social reality that the second generation has always known. Why is this a problem? Well, it is not so much a problem in the sense that it undermines the lives of the second generation. Rather, it is a problem because the trauma with which the second generation must contend opens the door to a set of historical tensions that comprise the social world that, at least initially, had nothing to do with their subject position. It is unsettling for the second generation to see how they are at once intimately connected the social monad of the Vietnam War and yet remote and distanced from its original shock. To live in moments when networks of social interactions come to life before your eyes poses a productive problem, a problem that, painful or not, initiates alternative questions about the role of trauma and memory on subjectivity.
In this regard, COVV interact with the social monad, not through direct memories of the experiences during the Vietnam War, but through their fathers and the Vietnam Veteran Narrative. This is a fundamental distinction from the expression of trauma for the first generation. Rather than discussing the event and experience itself, COVV focus on their fathers and the subject position of the Vietnam Veterans. An in-depth analysis of several men and women's narratives, supplemented with some of the other interviews I conducted, demonstrates how COVV articulate trauma through their fathers. Engaging the concepts crisis of articulation and intersubjectivity, my analysis reveals the way these men and women recognize their fathers as the embodiment of the Vietnam War. Building on Caruth's crisis of truth and crisis of survival, I demonstrate how the crisis of articulation can be utilized as a tool with which to understand the expansiveness and limitations of language. By centering their narratives on their fathers, rather than the event, these men and women develop their own stories, resituating the Vietnam War in the language of affective intersubjective relations that go beyond trauma and memory as it folds into a particular social presence. COVV's correlation of the war with their fathers uncovers a distinctive connection between the past and the present that reworks the Vietnam Veteran Narrative break between the world and the Nam in such a way that it produces questions about society's relationship to war, masculinity, and fatherhood. The crisis of articulation takes place not in the struggle to retell the original moment but in the struggle to define the meanings and effects of the war on their fathers' and their own lives. The significance of COVV's intersubjective relationship to the father cannot be overestimated. Because their process of remembering and articulating
